166           The Vedanta Philosophy.

the Buddhists have accepted this ethical and
metaphysical doctrine in its purely mechanical
sense, as a belief in a power which acts without
any divine superintendence, the Vedantists, who
hold that the seeds of the world lie dormant in
Brahman during the interval between one age
(kalpa) and another, between one creation and
the next, teach that the effects which our past
works will produce, depend after all on the
creator and ruler of the world, the more or less
personal isvara or Lord. Speaking, as they
always do, in metaphors, they say that though
the seeds of good and evil deeds are of our own
sowing, their growth in the next world depends
on the Lord, just as the growth of natural seeds
depends on the rain and sunshine of heaven.
However sceptical we may be on the power of
any ethical teaching, and its influence on the
practical conduct of men and women, there can
be no doubt that this doctrine of K arm an
(karman means simply act or deed) has met
with the widest acceptance, and has helped to
soften the sufferings of millions, and to encourage
them not only in their endurance of present